
March Grants Digest  1 

Hello,                                                                                                                  
  
I hope you are all doing well today. Here is the March Grants Digest. 
  
I wanted to let you all know that I will be going on maternity leave at the end of next month. I 
will send the April Grants Digest out, and then the next one will resume in August when I 
return. Before I leave, if you need any research projects, ediCng, or consulCng, I am happy to 
assist. These services will be on hold unCl I return in late July. 
  
Several WaterSMART grants have been released and are listed in the water category of the 
digest. AddiConally, several behavioral health grants have been released by SAMHSA. 
Remember, the digest isn’t an exhausCve list; there may be current opportuniCes that I have 
missed. 
 
Here are several grants due within the next month: 

• Housing Planning Grant Program – March 30 
• State Historical Fund (SHF) – April 1 12pm MST 
• AmeriCorps Seniors RSVP Grant Program – March 26 5pm EST 
• Rural Economic Development Loan and Grant Program (REDLG). – March 31 
• BallanCne Family Fund – March 31 
• Community Schoolyards Grant Program – April 1 
• Water Supply Reserve Fund (WSRF) Grants – March 31  
• Small Surface Water and Groundwater Storage Projects (Small Storage Program). – April 

17 4pm EST 
 
As always, please feel free to reach out if you’d like to discuss eligibility, Cming, or how any of 
these opportuniCes may align with your organizaCon or community. 
 
Tiffany 

 
Grants Digest 

March 2026 
 
Affordable Housing –  
Upcoming Deadlines 
Housing Planning Grant Program. Colorado Department of Local Affairs (DOLA), Division of Local 
Government. State. Planning-based funding. Eligible enCCes municipaliCes, counCes, city-and-
county governments, councils of governments (COGs), regional planning commissions, and 
other public enCCes formed by local governments. Supports development of housing needs 
assessments (HNAs), housing acAon plans, and updates to comprehensive plans or land use 
codes that advance affordable housing goals and increase housing supply. Funding may be used 
for data analysis, public engagement, consultant support, and policy development to align local 

https://dlg.colorado.gov/housing-planning-grant-program?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.historycolorado.org/state-historical-fund?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.americorps.gov/funding-opportunity/fiscal-year-fy-2026-americorps-seniors-rsvp-opportunity
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/rural-economic-development-loan-grant-programs?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://ballantinefamilyfund.com/
https://dlg.colorado.gov/community-schoolyards-grant-program?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://cwcb.colorado.gov/funding/water-supply-reserve-fund-grants
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/360059
https://dlg.colorado.gov/housing-planning-grant-program?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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planning with state housing prioriAes. Partnerships and mulA-jurisdicAonal applicaAons are 
encouraged. Deadline March 30.  
 
Resources 
ProposiCon 123 Reports and Performance Measures Resource. Colorado Department of Local 
Affairs, Division of Housing. State-level performance and policy resource providing reports, 
dashboards, and metrics tracking the implementaAon of ProposiAon 123, Colorado's affordable 
housing funding iniAaAve. Includes data on annual allocaAons, program performance, and 
compliance with prioriAes such as affordability, density, and sustainability. Updated regularly to 
support planning, accountability, and transparency. 
 
Arts & Culture –  
Upcoming Deadlines 
State Historical Fund (SHF). History Colorado. State. Project-based funding. Eligible enCCes 
nonprofit organizaCons, local governments, public agencies, and private owners working to 
preserve historic resources in Colorado. Supports preservaAon, restoraAon, rehabilitaAon, 
archaeological research, planning studies, and interpretaAon projects for historic buildings, 
structures, districts, and archaeological sites that provide clear public benefit. Funded through a 
porAon of Colorado gaming tax revenue and administered by History Colorado, the program 
offers several grant types including Mini Grants ($1–$50,000), General Grants ($50,001–
$250,000), and specialized noncompeAAve grants for acAviAes such as historic structure 
assessments and archaeological assessments. Deadline April 1 12pm MST. 
 
Lodgers’ Tax Arts and Culture Funding. City of Durango, CO. Local project-based funding. Eligible 
enCCes individuals, arCsts, nonprofits, businesses, groups, and other organizaCons creaCng 
public arts, cultural events, creaCve placemaking projects, performances, fesCvals, exhibits, 
murals, arCsan food projects, arts educaCon, facility upgrades, and related creaCve work that 
enhances Durango’s cultural vitality and visitor experience. The program funds projects over 
$5,000. Projects must be completed and reimbursements requested by the end of the funding 
year. OrganizaAons are eligible to apply annually and can receive Lodgers’ Tax Arts and Culture 
funding once per year; projects are evaluated on community benefit, local economic impact, 
innovaAon, sustainability, and off-season year-round value. Deadline Round 2 May 31.  
 
Rolling Deadlines 
Film FesCval Support and PromoCon Grant. Colorado Office of Economic Development & 
Economic Trade. State. Eligible enCCes to apply for this sponsorship, your film fesCval needs to 
take place in Colorado. The Film FesAval Support and PromoAon Grant supports more than 40 
film fesAvals and educaAonal events each year throughout Colorado. With a focus on Colorado’s 
rural areas, film fesAvals bring economic acAvity to different areas of the state by aaracAng new 
visitors.  
 
Business/Economic Development –  
Rolling Deadlines 

https://cdola.colorado.gov/prop123-reports-and-performance-measures?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.historycolorado.org/state-historical-fund?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.durangoco.gov/1654/Lodgers-Tax-Arts-and-Culture-Funding-Req
https://oedit.colorado.gov/film-festival-support-promotion-grant
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Public Works and Economic Adjustment Assistance. Economic Development AdministraCon. 
Federal. Project-based funding. Eligible enCCes: State, local government, nonprofits 501c3 and 
not, special district governments, Tribes. The Public Works program provides resources to meet 
the construcAon and/or infrastructure design needs of communiAes to enable them to become 
more economically compeAAve. Supported acAviAes under EDA’s EAA program include 
construcAon and non-construcAon such as construcAon or upgrading of public 
infrastructure, sectoral partnerships for workforce training, design and engineering, technical 
assistance, economic recovery strategies, and capitalizaAon or re-capitalizaAon of Revolving 
Loan Funds. 
 
Advanced Industries Export Grant. Colorado Office of Economic Development & InternaConal 
Trade. State. Project-based funding. Eligible enCCes: small- and medium-sized Colorado 
advanced industry businesses. Provides up to $15,000 (50% of eligible costs) for export acAviAes 
such as trade shows, markeAng, translaAon, export training, and compliance support.  
 
Business and Industry Loan Guarantees. US Department of Agriculture. Federal. Loan funding. 
Eligible enCCes: for-profit and nonprofit businesses, cooperaCves, Tribes, public bodies, and 
individuals engaged or proposed to engage in a business. Loan guarantees to improve, develop, 
or finance business, industry, and employment and improve the economic and environmental 
climate in rural communiAes. 
 
Rural Business Investment Program. US Department of Agriculture. Federal. Startup funding. 
Eligible enCCes: for-profits and subsidiaries of an enCty. Provides a Rural Business Investment 
Company (RBIC) license to newly formed developmental capital organizaAons to fill the need for 
business and development capital in rural areas. The program works with for-profit 
developmental capital funds. 
 
Rural Entrepreneur Grant. Startup Colorado. Private. Project-based funding. Eligible enCCes: 
rural entrepreneurs in Colorado. Provides funding for business-related events, educaAon, and 
technical resources to accelerate growth, covering expenses like registraAon fees and travel. Up 
to $5,000.  
 
Strategic Fund Job Growth IncenCve. Colorado Office of Economic Development & InternaConal 
Trade. Business incenCves. Eligible enCCes: Businesses considering interstate compeCCve 
expansion or relocaCon projects in Colorado. Project-based funding. Funds for locaAng or 
expanding in the state, signing a lease, hiring employees related to this project, making material 
expenditures for this project. 
 
Childcare –  
Resource: 
Federal Child Care Funding & Program Integrity Resource (CCDF / CCCAP). Colorado Department 
of Early Childhood (CDEC). State/federal program informaCon and policy update. This resource 
provides an overview of how the federal Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) supports child 

https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/346815
https://oedit.colorado.gov/advanced-industries-export-grant
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/business-industry-loan-guarantees
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/rural-business-investment-program
https://startupcolorado.org/funding-opportunities/
https://oedit.colorado.gov/strategic-fund-job-growth-incentive
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yCJOLQbmT8F04EJLAmCd62DDPjd2nn3E/view
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care access and quality in Colorado. The fact sheet outlines the current federal funding situaAon, 
including temporary restricAons on CCDF reimbursement announced in January 2026, potenAal 
fiscal impacts to child care assistance, licensing, quality improvement iniAaAves, and early 
childhood workforce supports, and the safeguards Colorado has in place to prevent fraud, 
waste, and abuse. It also describes the layered accountability systems used by CDEC, ongoing 
monitoring and oversight pracAces, and steps the Department is taking to maintain program 
integrity and conAnuity of services. This resource is intended to support partners, local 
governments, and service providers in understanding the role of CCDF funding in Colorado and 
the potenAal implicaAons of federal funding disrupAons.  
 
Child Care Facility Development Toolkit. Colorado Department of Local Affairs. State. Technical 
assistance resource. Offers a free, self-guided five-session video series on planning, designing, 
funding, and developing childcare faciliAes. 
 
Community Development –  
Upcoming Deadlines 
Capital Grants Program. Gates Family FoundaCon. Private philanthropic funding. Eligible enCCes 
nonprofit organizaCons. Supports capital investments that strengthen nonprofit infrastructure 
and community assets, including facility construcAon, renovaAon, accessibility improvements, 
technology and equipment upgrades, and other major investments that enhance organizaAonal 
capacity and service delivery. Grants are typically one-Ame awards aligned with community 
prioriAes such as health and human services, educaAon, arts and culture, and economic 
resilience. Deadline September 1.  
 
AmeriCorps Seniors RSVP Grant Program. AmeriCorps. Federal. Project and program funding. 
Eligible enCCes nonprofit organizaCons (including faith based), local, state, and Tribal 
governments, and insCtuCons of higher educaCon. Supports community volunteer programs 
that engage adults age 55 and older in service acAviAes addressing local needs such as food 
security, educaAon and tutoring, disaster services, environmental stewardship, support for 
veterans and military families, tax and benefits assistance, and other community capacity 
building efforts. Projects are locally designed and connect older adults with flexible volunteer 
roles that strengthen community services. Funding provides up to $75,000 plus approximately 
$350 per unduplicated volunteer parAcipant, with a minimum 10 percent match requirement 
that may include cash or in kind contribuAons. Deadline March 26 5pm EST.  
 
Rural Economic Development Loan and Grant Program (REDLG). U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA), Rural Development. Federal loan and grant funding. Eligible enCCes current or former 
Rural UCliCes Service (RUS) electric or telecommunicaCons borrowers and eligible nonprofit 
uCliCes that serve rural communiCes; these enCCes act as intermediaries to pass funding to 
local businesses, nonprofits, and public bodies. Supports projects that promote rural economic 
development and job creaAon, including business start-ups or expansions, community 
development iniAaAves, training faciliAes, medical faciliAes, and technical assistance acAviAes. 
USDA provides zero-interest loans to eligible uAliAes, which then relend funds to local recipients, 

https://cdola.colorado.gov/child-care-facility-development-toolkit
https://gatesfamilyfoundation.org/types-of-support/capital-grants/
https://www.americorps.gov/funding-opportunity/fiscal-year-fy-2026-americorps-seniors-rsvp-opportunity
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/rural-economic-development-loan-grant-programs?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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as well as grants that may be used to establish revolving loan funds for community projects. 
Individual awards may include loans up to approximately $1,000,000 and grants up to $300,000, 
depending on project scope and funding availability. Deadline March 31.  
 
BallanCne Family Fund. BallanCne Family Fund (private foundaCon). Local / regional 
philanthropic funding. Eligible enCCes nonprofit 501(c)(3) organizaCons or projects under a 
nonprofit fiscal sponsor serving Southwest Colorado. Support charitable causes that enhance 
quality of life in the region, the fund awards grants for general operaAons and specific programs 
across a broad range of community needs, including arts and culture, educaAon, human 
services, environment/animal welfare, youth, and community development. Typical grant sizes 
range from $500 to $5,000. Deadlines quarterly March 31, June 30, September 30, and 
December 31. 
 
Community Schoolyards Grant Program. Colorado Department of Local Affairs (DOLA), Division 
of Local Government. State. Project-based funding. Eligible enCCes local governments, school 
districts, and community partners in Colorado. Supports improvements to schoolyard spaces 
that enhance outdoor learning, recreaAon, and community use, including site ameniAes, shade, 
seaAng, play areas, stormwater management elements, green infrastructure, planAng, path 
systems, and other enhancements that increase equitable access to safe and engaging outdoor 
environments. Projects are intended to benefit both students and surrounding neighborhoods by 
leveraging school grounds as shared community space. Deadline April 1.  
 
Hometown Grants. T-Mobile. FoundaCon. Project-based funding. Eligible enCCes: local 
government, tribal leaders, or nonprofit community leaders. The program will fund projects to 
build, rebuild, or refresh community spaces that help foster local connecAons in small towns 
(with populaAons less than 50,000), including town squares, historic buildings, outdoor parks, 
ball fields, or libraries. Elected leaders, town managers or employees, or nonprofit leaders are 
eligible to submit project details. Deadline: Awards will be made quarterly. ApplicaFons will be 
open on a quarterly basis and the portal will close on the last day of each quarter and reopen 
for the new quarter on the first of the month. 
 
Spark Good Local Grants. Walmart Spark Good. FoundaCon funding. General. Eligible enCCes: 
Deed-verified organizaCons with a Spark Good account, including nonprofit organizaCon (c3) 
government enCCes, schools, and faith-based groups with community-wide benefit. Provides 
local cash grants ranging from $250 to $5,000 to support community-specific needs through an 
open applicaAon process. Deadline applicaFons are accepted quarterly. 
 
Rolling Deadlines 
Community FaciliCes Direct Loan & Grant Program. US Department of Agriculture. Federal. 
Project-based funding. Eligible enCCes rural local governments and Tribes. This program 
provides affordable funding to develop essenAal community faciliAes in rural areas. An essenAal 
community facility is defined as a facility that provides an essenAal service to the local 
community for the orderly development of the community in a primarily rural area, and does not 

https://ballantinefamilyfund.com/
https://dlg.colorado.gov/community-schoolyards-grant-program?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.t-mobile.com/brand/hometown-grants
https://www.walmart.org/how-we-give/program-guidelines/spark-good-local-grants-guidelines
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities/community-facilities-direct-loan-grant-program/co
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include private, commercial, or business undertakings. Detailed list of essenAal community 
faciliAes included in link. 
 
Craigslist Charitable Fund. Private. Project-based funding. Eligible enCCes: nonprofit 
organizaCons, fiscally sponsored projects, and individuals addressing animal exploitaCon and 
related issues with scalable, long-lasCng impact. Supports projects advancing animal protecAon, 
environmental sustainability, and social good iniAaAves. Grants generally cover no more than 
30% of an organizaAon’s annual budget, though excepAons may be made. Academic insAtuAons 
may allocate up to 10% for indirect costs. ApplicaAons are reviewed in quarterly cycles 
beginning in 2026, with decisions typically issued within two months of the close of each 
submission window. Funds are generally disbursed within one to two weeks of noAficaAon. 
Fiscal sponsorship is permiaed for applicants without 501(c)(3) status. 
 
Thriving CommuniAes Technical Assistance. Department of Housing & Urban Development. 
Federal. Eligible enCCes are those that are eligible under specific grants. Technical assistance 
funding. To receive HUD’s Thriving CommuniAes technical assistance (TA), jurisdicAons must be a 
unit of general local government that is receiving federal transportaAon funding (directly or 
indirectly through the state) and use that funding to support a project that coordinates 
transportaAon and housing plans, programs or investments to benefit residents and 
businesses.   
 
Resources 
DOLA Local Community Funding Guide. Created by Colorado Department of Local Affairs. This 
tool can help local communiAes in Colorado track potenAal upcoming funding opportuniAes. 
Very user friendly, easy to break down by funding category, program, award type, agency, etc. 
 
Emergency & Disaster –  
Rolling Deadlines 
Disaster Supplemental Grant. Economic Development AdministraCon. Federal. Project-based. 
Grants for areas in a PresidenAally declared disaster region may be eligible for highly flexible 
grants to use building up a strong and modern workforce.  EDA's role in disaster recovery is to 
facilitate the Amely and effecAve delivery of federal economic development assistance to 
support long-term community economic recovery planning and project implementaAon, 
redevelopment and resiliency. 
 
Energy & Environment – 
Upcoming Deadlines 
Forest Legacy Program. Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS) in partnership with the U.S. Forest 
Service. Federal/state funding. Eligible enCCes private forest landowners working with 
conservaCon partners, land trusts, or public agencies to protect environmentally significant 
forest lands in Colorado. Supports permanent conservaAon of private forestlands that are at risk 
of conversion to non-forest uses through acquisiAon of conservaAon easements or fee-simple 
land purchases, while allowing landowners to retain ownership and conAnue sustainable forest 

https://www.craigslistfund.org/faq
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/tcta/
https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/reporting/6bf90675-163a-4c84-9eb8-eef9779be136/page/T7j0C
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/347414
https://csfs.colostate.edu/forest-management/programs-for-homeowners-landowners/forest-legacy-program/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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management in many cases. Projects prioriAze lands with important ecological, scenic, 
recreaAon, watershed, or wildlife habitat values and that contribute to maintaining large, intact 
forest landscapes. Federal funding may cover up to 75% of project costs, with at least 25% non-
federal match from state, local, or private sources. Deadline May 1. 
 
Human-Bear Conflict ReducCon Community Grant Program. Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW). 
State. Project based funding. Eligible applicants include local governments, nonprofit 
organizaCons, homeowner associaCons, community groups, businesses, Tribal governments, 
universiCes, and individuals in Colorado. The program supports projects that reduce conflicts 
between people and black bears in local communiAes. Eligible acAviAes typically focus on 
reducing aaractants or discouraging bears from entering high conflict areas, such as installaAon 
of bear resistant trash containers, community educaAon programs, improved waste 
management infrastructure, or other innovaAve strategies that help communiAes safely coexist 
with wildlife. CPW is offering approximately $1 million in total funding, with individual awards 
generally ranging from $50,000 to $500,000 through a compeAAve grant process. Deadline May 
29. 
 
Rolling Deadlines  
Brownfields Program. Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment (CDPHE) State, 
federal pass through. Project-based and financing support. Eligible enCCes local governments, 
nonprofit organizaCons, watershed or community groups, and other public or nonprofit 
stakeholders. Supports acAviAes such as environmental site assessments (Phase I/II), cleanup 
planning, property reuse planning, and revitalizaAon efforts that transform blighted properAes 
into producAve community assets. Contact CDPHE for current applicaAon processes and 
eligibility details. 
 
Energy Code AdopCon Grant. Colorado Energy Office (CEO). State. Project-based funding for 
local governments. Eligible enCCes: municipaliCes, counCes and other local government enCCes 
in Colorado looking to adopt or enforce updated building energy codes (e.g. 2021 IECC plus 
Colorado Model Electric-Ready & Solar-Ready codes). Supports direct financial assistance 
covering costs of code adopAon and enforcement, staff or consultant Ame, and related 
training/technical assistance. Quarterly deadlines.  
 
Health & Behavioral Health –  
Assisted OutpaCent Treatment (AOT) Program. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
AdministraCon (SAMHSA). Federal. Project-based funding through a cooperaCve agreement. 
Eligible enCCes include states, counCes, ciCes, Tribal governments, mental health systems, 
mental health courts, and other enCCes authorized under state law to oversee Assisted 
OutpaCent Treatment programs. Supports implementaAon and expansion of Assisted OutpaAent 
Treatment programs that provide community-based treatment and coordinated services for 
adults with serious mental illness who meet state-specific criteria for court ordered outpaAent 
care. Projects typically involve mulAdisciplinary partnerships among courts, behavioral health 
providers, and community organizaAons to improve treatment access, reduce hospitalizaAon or 

https://cpw.state.co.us/human-bear-conflict-reduction-grants
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/hm/brownfields
https://energyoffice.colorado.gov/ec-adoption-grant?utm_source=MarketingCloud&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Energy+Code+Grant+November+2025+Deadline&utm_content=https%3a%2f%2fenergyoffice.colorado.gov%2fec-adoption-grant
https://www.samhsa.gov/grants/grant-announcements/sm-26-001
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incarceraAon, and support long term recovery. Approximately $10 million in total funding is 
expected with around 16 awards. Deadline April 20.  
 
Children’s Mental Health IniCaCve (CMHI). Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
AdministraCon (SAMHSA). Federal. Project-based funding through a cooperaCve agreement. 
Eligible enCCes include state governments, governmental units within poliCcal subdivisions of a 
state (such as counCes or ciCes), and federally recognized Tribal governments or Tribal 
organizaCons. The program supports comprehensive community mental health services for 
children, youth, and young adults from birth through age 21 who have or are at risk of serious 
emoAonal disturbance, as well as their families. Funding supports development and expansion 
of coordinated systems of care, early idenAficaAon and intervenAon, family support services, and 
community partnerships to improve access to behavioral health services. Approximately $43.3 
million in total funding is expected with around 22 awards, with individual awards up to about 
$3 million. Deadline April 20.  
 
ImplemenCng Zero Suicide in Health Systems. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
AdministraCon (SAMHSA). Federal. Project-based funding through a cooperaCve agreement. 
Eligible enCCes include domesCc public and private nonprofit organizaCons, healthcare systems, 
state or local governments, Tribal governments, and other eligible behavioral health providers. 
Supports implementaAon of the Zero Suicide framework within healthcare systems to improve 
suicide prevenAon for adults at risk of suicide. Projects focus on building comprehensive suicide 
prevenAon approaches within healthcare semngs such as primary care, behavioral health 
clinics, emergency departments, and public health systems, including screening, treatment 
pathways, care coordinaAon, and workforce training. Approximately $16.1 million in total 
funding is expected with around 31 awards. Deadline April 20.  
 
TransportaAon/Infrastructure –  
Resources 
Department of TransportaCon Navigator. US Department of TransportaCon. Helps communiAes 
navigate the best ways to apply for grants, and plan for and deliver transformaAve 
infrastructure projects and services. Provides an overview of grant programs under the 
Resources for Grant Seekers tab. 
 
Water – 
Upcoming Deadlines 
Water Supply Reserve Fund (WSRF) Grants. Colorado Water ConservaCon Board (CWCB). State. 
Project-based funding. Eligible enCCes local governments, special districts, water and sanitaCon 
districts, conservancy and conservaCon districts, irrigaCon and water acCvity enterprises, 
mutual ditch companies, nonprofits, individuals, and partnerships involved in water projects in 
Colorado. Provides funding to assist Colorado water users in addressing criAcal water supply 
issues and interests, including technical assistance for permimng, feasibility studies, and 
environmental compliance; studies or analyses of structural and nonstructural water needs; 
design of structural projects; and infrastructure replacement or maintenance acAviAes. Requests 

https://www.samhsa.gov/grants/grant-announcements/sm-26-013
https://www.samhsa.gov/grants/grant-announcements/sm-26-008
https://www.transportation.gov/dot-navigator
https://www.transportation.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-law/resources-grant-seekers
https://cwcb.colorado.gov/funding/water-supply-reserve-fund-grants
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for funding must first be reviewed and recommended by the appropriate Basin Roundtable 
before being submiaed to the CWCB Board for final consideraAon. Deadlines to present to the 
SW Basin Roundtable March 31, June 21, and Sept 21.  
 
Small Surface Water and Groundwater Storage Projects (Small Storage Program). U.S. 
Department of the Interior, Bureau of ReclamaCon. Federal. Project-based funding. Eligible 
enCCes: include state, county, city or township, and special district governments; joint powers 
authoriCes; federally recognized Tribal governments and tribal organizaCons; and IRS 501c3 
nonprofits (excluding insCtuCons of higher educaCon) located in the 17 western U.S. states, 
Alaska, or Hawaii. The program supports planning, design, and/or construcAon of small surface 
or groundwater storage projects with capaciAes between 200 and 30,000 acre-feet, offering up 
to 25 percent federal cost-share. Priority is given to mulA-benefit, regional, and mulA-
stakeholder projects that enhance reliability, ecosystem resilience, groundwater management, 
or water quality. Deadline April 17, by 4:00 pm EST.  
 
Small-Scale Water Efficiency Projects. U.S. Bureau of ReclamaCon. Federal. Project based 
funding through grants or cooperaCve agreements. Eligible applicants include states, federally 
recognized Tribes, irrigaCon and water districts, and regional or local authoriCes with water or 
power delivery authority in the Western United States, including Colorado. Nonprofit 
conservaCon organizaCons may apply if partnering with an eligible water management enCty. 
The program supports implementaAon of small scale projects that conserve water and improve 
water supply reliability in water delivery systems. Examples include canal lining, automated 
water delivery systems, installaAon of flow measurement devices, and other infrastructure 
improvements that increase water use efficiency. Approximately $4 million in total funding is 
available with awards ranging from about $1,000 to $125,000. Cost share is required. Deadline 
June 2 4pm MST. 
 
Water Plan Grant Program. Colorado Water ConservaCon Board (CWCB). State. Project-based 
funding. Eligible enCCes local governments, water providers, irrigaCon and conservaCon 
districts, nonprofit organizaCons, and other enCCes involved in water planning and 
implementaCon. Supports projects that advance the goals of the Colorado Water Plan, including 
water supply development, water conservaAon, watershed health, agricultural water protecAon, 
water sharing and efficiency projects, recreaAon and environmental enhancements, and water 
planning or engagement iniAaAves. The program is funded primarily through state sports 
bemng tax revenue and administered by the Colorado Water ConservaAon Board. Based on 
current revenue projecAons, CWCB anAcipates approximately $37 million will be available for 
Water Plan Grants during the next state fiscal year through the July 1 and December 1, 2026 
applicaAon cycles. Applicants requesAng leaers of support from the Southwest Basin Roundtable 
must either present their project at an in person Roundtable meeAng or contact Roundtable 
Chair Peter Butler at least three weeks prior to the July 1 or December 1 deadlines. Deadlines 
July 1 and December 1.  
 
WaterSMART Applied Science Grants. U.S. Bureau of ReclamaCon. Federal. Project based 
funding through grants and cooperaCve agreements. Eligible applicants include states, federally 

https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/360059
https://simpler.grants.gov/opportunity/23ae984a-2a16-4e02-b487-39c7d9de5745
https://cwcb.colorado.gov/funding/colorado-water-plan-grants
https://simpler.grants.gov/opportunity/8e00eba3-2afa-4236-98a3-d4ebc43260c6
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recognized Tribes, irrigaCon and water districts, and regional or local authoriCes with water or 
power delivery authority in the Western United States, including Colorado. UniversiCes, 
nonprofit research insCtuCons, and nonprofit organizaCons may also apply if partnering with an 
eligible water management enCty. The program supports projects that improve hydrologic data 
access, water supply forecasAng, modeling tools, and decision support systems used by water 
managers and reservoir operators. Projects may include improved snowpack monitoring, 
enhanced forecasAng technologies, development of hydrologic databases, and improved 
operaAonal models for water deliveries or reservoir management to strengthen drought 
resilience and water supply reliability. Approximately $6 million in total funding is expected with 
about 20 awards up to $400,000, and cost share is required. Deadline July 8 5pm MST. 
 
WaterSMART Drought Response Program. U.S. Bureau of ReclamaCon. Federal. Project-based 
funding through grants and cooperaCve agreements. Eligible applicants include states, federally 
recognized Tribes, irrigaCon districts, water districts, and regional or local authoriCes with water 
or power delivery authority in the Western United States, including Colorado. Nonprofit 
conservaCon organizaCons may also apply if partnering with an eligible water or power 
authority. The program supports projects that improve drought resilience through acAviAes such 
as drought conAngency planning, water management strategies, infrastructure improvements 
that increase water storage or distribuAon capacity, water source diversificaAon, and 
development of decision-support tools for water management. Approximately $13.5 million in 
total funding is expected with around 20 awards ranging from about $25,000 to $1.5 million. 
Cost share is required. Deadline July 28 4pm MST. 
 
Rolling Deadlines 
Source Water Assessment and ProtecCon (SWAP) Program. Colorado Department of Public 
Health & Environment (CDPHE), Water Quality Control Division. State. Grant and technical 
assistance funding. Eligible enCCes public water systems and community stakeholders working 
to develop or implement source water protecCon plans. Supports assessment of drinking water 
sources to idenAfy potenAal contaminant threats, and development and implementaAon of 
community-based source water protecAon plans to safeguard drinking water quality. The 
program also provides funding and support for related acAviAes such as wildfire preparedness 
and recovery planning for water systems and digiAzing infrastructure assets at risk. Typical 
support includes planning grants and technical assistance; separate funding and grant amounts 
are available to systems that complete protecAon planning. 
 
Emergency Community Water Assistance Grants in Colorado. US Department of Agriculture. 
Federal. Emergency funding. Eligible enCCes: local government, nonprofits, Tribes. Emergency-
based funding. This program helps eligible communiAes prepare, or recover from, an emergency 
that threatens the availability of safe, reliable drinking water. Water transmission line grants up 
to $150,000 to construct waterline extensions, repair breaks or leaks in exisAng water 
distribuAon lines, and address related maintenance necessary to replenish the water supply. 
Water source grants up to $1,000,000 for the construcAon of new wells, reservoirs, transmission 
lines, treatment plants, and/or other sources of water (water source up to and including the 
treatment plant).  

https://simpler.grants.gov/opportunity/fa01cd7b-bb32-4dc2-8fee-1fc00ba40ea6
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/water-quality/drinking-water-resources-for-water-systems/source-water-assessment-and-protection-1
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-environmental-programs/emergency-community-water-assistance-grants/co#overview
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Water & Waste Disposal Loan & Grant Program. US Department of Agriculture. Federal. Project-
based funding. Eligible enCCes: local government, nonprofits, Tribes. This program provides 
funding for clean and reliable drinking water systems, sanitary sewage disposal, sanitary solid 
waste disposal, and storm water drainage to households and businesses in eligible rural areas. 
Funds may be used to finance the acquisiAon, construcAon, or improvement of drinking water 
sourcing, treatment, storage, and distribuAon; sewer collecAon, transmission, treatment, and 
disposal; solid waste collecAon, disposal, and closure; storm water collecAon, transmission, and 
disposal. 
 
Community Funding Partnership. Colorado River District. Project-based funding. Eligible enCCes: 
include local governments, nonprofits, irrigaCon districts, and other stakeholders within the 
Colorado River District’s 15-county Western Slope region. Provides funding for mulA-benefit 
water projects in five categories: producAve agriculture, infrastructure, healthy rivers, 
watershed health and water quality, and conservaAon and efficiency. Grants aim to support 
projects that enhance water resilience and leverage addiAonal funding from state, federal, and 
private sources. ApplicaFons are accepted on a rolling basis; however, for funding requests 
exceeding $50,000, applicaFons must be submiUed at least six weeks prior to the quarterly 
board meeFngs held in January, April, July, and October. 
 

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-environmental-programs/water-waste-disposal-loan-grant-program/co
https://www.coloradoriverdistrict.org/community-funding-partnership/

